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Exploring Redwood Creek

¢ “ West 6 miles principally along a ridge brushy and timbered with

# Hemlock, Pine (Douglas fir) and Cedar (coast redwood). Some of the
Cedarswas (sic) the noblest trees | had ever seen being 12 or 15 feet
in diameter tall and straight and handsome. | encamped in a prairae
(sic) with the Ocean in sight.” May 19, 1828.

From thejournal of Jedediah Smithwhile
camped in Gan's Prairie above Redwood Creek.

Revisiting the Past

Thenobletreesdescribed by explorer
Jedediah Smithand hisclerk Harrison
Rogerson their adventurethrough
northwest Californiacamecloseto
disappearing from the Redwood Creek
valley. In 1828, thisforest wasamost
impenetrableto themotley party of 18
mountain men and over 250 mulesand
horses. From Gan'sPrairie, they
journeyed north through themountain-
ous, foggy, wet homeof the Yurok and
Chilulapeopleswho had lived dlong
lower Redwood Creek for thousands of

years. Ultimately, the Smith expedition
andthediscovery of gold ontheTrinity
Riverin 1848ledtotheinvasionand
settlement of theareaby Americansin
the 1850s. In the ensuing years, thou-
sands of acresof ancient forestswere cut
todlow for farmsand to providelumber
for communities. In 1963, thediscovery
of thethentallest knowntreein Tall Trees
Grove helpedto savetheremaining old-
growth stands al ong Redwood Creek,
culminatinginthe creation of Redwood
National Park by Congressin 1968.

Parklands Today

Today ajourney along Redwood Creek
reflectsdramatic change. Youwill see
fertilegreen hillsdesthat represent park
restoration work — bulldozershave
removed logging roadsand placed tons
of soil back up thedope. Vegetation
comesback onitsown. Still, aclose
look reved slogging leftovers. Second-
growth forestshavereplaced ancient
streamsideredwoodsand erosioninto
the creek hasproduced high gravel bars.
Siltinthecreek makesit hard for salmon
eggstosurvive. Still, Redwood Creek
containsmany areas of serene natural

beauty. Explore narrow, steep-walled
Sdestreams. Swiminclear poolsand
camp along sun-baked gravel bars. You
may see ablack bear, aherd of elk, a
flock of mergansers, diving ospreys,
scurrying mink, or afamily of otters.
Enjoy thefreedom to wander through
magnificent grovesof towering, hand-
some redwoods. Redwood Creek isa
placeto experience nature’s beauty and
renew the spirit; and to witnessthe
parks activeeffortsto speed the
processesthat will returnthe nobleforest
tothevaley.

On the Trail

= Redwood Creek isapowerful and dangerousriver during highwater flows. From
<# October to May, check with rangersfor water conditionsbefore crossing.

4 Hikingonthegravel barsisinaccessable 3Y2milesupstream from Tall TreesTrall.

7= Mountainlions, black bears, Roosevelt elk, ticks, and poison oak arefound along
**# Redwood Creek. Pleasetake proper precautions.

Theseparksarenatura environments; thewild animals, plants, streams, and other

dangerous.

<k natural features, aswell ascertain weather conditionsthat occur here, can be



Redwood Creek Trail

Trailhead:
Distance:
Camping:

Description:

Y2mileup Bald HillsRoad

8 milesoneway

Dispersed camping along the gravel bars
allowed: you must be beyond the first
seasonal bridge and no closer than ¥4 mile of
theTall TreesGrove.

Oncethesite of alumber mill, now aregener-
ating forest and riparian corridor. Bridgesat
the 1%2-mile mark and to accessthe Tall Trees
Trail areinplace only in the summer, usually
Juneto September.

Orick Horse Trail

Trailhead:
Distances:

Camping:

Description:

Check at avisitor center.

Four loops: Ridgeloop—7 miles, McArthur
Creek loop—14 miles (thisloop hastwo picnic
areas both with a hitching post, pit toilet, and
picnictable), Elam Creek loop—20 miles, Forty-
Four Creek loop—32 miles.

Designated camping at 44 Camp** and Elam
Creek.

**44 CampisopentoBACKPACKERS
ONLY at thistime; nowater isavailable.
These loops offer views of the ocean and
Orick valley asthetrail climbsup aridgeand
into the forest.

The Tralls of Redwood Creek

Tall Trees Trail - permit required for gate
Trailhead:

Permit required:
Distance:

Camping:

Description:

Tall TreesAccess Road 6¥2 milesup Bald
Hills Road; travel another 6%2milesalong this
gravel road to the trailhead

Available at visitor centers

1% miles one way to the grove; descends 680
feet; groveloop isan additional “2mile.
Dispersed camping along the gravel bars
allowed: camp no closer than ¥2mile of the
Tall TreesGrove.

Steep climb to some of the tallest treesin the
world. About 100 yardsfrom thetrailhead,
the Emerald Ridge Trail branches off to the
left and connects to Dolason Trail or drops
580 feet to Redwood Creek.

Dolason Prairie Trail

Trailhead:

Distance:
Camping:

Description:

11 milesup Bald HillsRoad
5milesoneway

No camping allowed

Pass through wildflower studded prairies,
past a restored historic sheep barn, and
into magnificant redwood forest known as
the Emerald Mile; connectsto Emerald
Ridgeand Tall TreesTrails.

Bacheountry Basics: For details on bachcouwt@ camping, plek up our BaCRcOUNEY BOSLES
brochure and talk to a vanger about trail conditions, water Levels, and regulations.
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Backcountry Rituals:

[0 Treat water

I

I

: [0 Bury human waste
100 feet from water

| in ahole 6-8 inches

I desp

I [0 Pack out garbage

| [0 Storefood properly

| O Check at avisitor

I center for creek

I levels

I O Firesrestricted to

| establishedfirepits

| (except on Redwood

| Creek gravel bars).
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